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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 


For most people 1976 at The Cleveland Museum of Art will be defined 
by two entirely different events, the acquisition of Caravaggio’s The 


Crucifixion of St. Andrew and The European Vision of America exhibition. 
But much more happened at the Museum during the year, particularly in the 


area of acquisitions. 

Despite the heavy commitment required for purchase of the Caravaggio, 
many other fine works were added to the Museum’s collection. The approximately 
170 works acquired by the Museum in 1976 will be on display in the seventeenth 
annual Year in Review exhibition which opens at the Museum February 1, and runs 
through March 6, 1977. 

Caravaggio was considered a revolutionary image maker in his own day. 

His compositions are dramatic, with a light both theatrical and unearthly, 
and their emphasis is on common humanity. Speaking about The Crucifixion of 
St. Andrew , Museum Director Sherman E. Lee stated, ,! We have been fortunate to 
acquire this work, with Kansas City’s St. J ohn the most characteristic and moving 
of the only five works by the master in American collections.” 

But even in the field of old master paintings 1976 was not a year of 
Caravaggio alone for the Museum. Among the other works acquired were Portrait 
of a Nun from the Order of S . Secondo by Jacometto Veneziano, the first well- 
preserved fifteenth century Venetian portrait to be added to the Museum’s 
collection, and a pair of oval paintings by the French eighteenth century master 
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of the architectural view, Hubert Robert. 

A generous anonymous gift was Pierre Bonnard* s La Terrasse de Cafg . This 
charming and intimate caf£ scene, painted in 1898, joins two other Bonnards 
already in the collection. 

As a result of a matching grant from the National Endowment for the Arts 
and the active generosity of the members of The Cleveland Society of Contemporary 
Art, the Museum added A1 Held*s Jupiter IV and Jack Tworkov*s Knight Series 0C#1 
to its growing number of contemporary works. 

In the Ancient Art Department a most important addition was made to the 
small collection of Greek vases--the red-figured eye kylix by Psiax from about 
520 B.C., a famous and often reproduced cup. The kylix takes its place with 
the white-ground lekythos by Dour is as one of the two most significant Greek 
vases in the Museum* s collection. 

The Decorative Arts Department acquired a number of works. Of particular 
interest are the double pokal made between 1614 and 1632 by Alexander Treghart, 
a famous Nuremberg goldsmith; a wood and ormolu French Art Nouveau cabinet by 
Louis Majorelle from about 1910; and a monumental block front chest on chest, 
which Dr. Lee describes as, ,f . , . the first really marvelous piece of American 
furniture to come to this Museum.* 1 The chest on chest is attributed to the 
Townsend -Goddard workshop and was in the John Nicolas Brown house in Providence. 

It is a gift of Mrs. Moselle Taylor Meals. 

* 

Among the many accessions made by the Prints and Drawings Department were 
drawings by Gainsborough, Courbet and Degas. The early Degas drawing The Study 
for an Angel Blowing a Trumpet was a gift of The Print Club of Cleveland. Another 
gift, the famous Renoir color lithograph of Pinning the Hat , was presented by 
Miss Leona Prasse, former Curator of Prints at the Museum. 
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The Oriental Department was able to make a major acquisition, a first 
quality T’ang dynasty style painting of female figures. The work. Ladies of 
the Court painted not later than 1100 A.D., is after a painting by the tenth 
century figure painter for the court, Chou Wen-chU. 

Other important Chinese works acquired include The Peonies , a hanging scroll 
from the Yilan dynasty (1279-1368); Taoist Immortal, Li Tieh-kuai , a hanging scroll 
painted by Chao Ch'i around 1400; and The Five Pine Trees , a large hanging scroll 
dated 1747 by Li Shan. The Peonies is the only example of its type of decorative 
flower painting in a western collection. 

The most significant Japanese acquisition is a pair of screens. Landscapes 
of the Four Seasons , painted by Ri Shubun, a Korean active in Japan after 1424. 
These are probably the earliest known Japanese monochrome ink screen landscapes. 
Other purchases of Japanese painting include a pair of screens by Soga Kiyu 
Shohaku, The Eight Immortals of Drinking , and a pair of screens depicting the 
Horse Race at Kamo Shrine . Both pairs of screens were done during the Edo Period, 
seventeenth century. 

The Museum was the recipient of two important gifts of Indian art last 
year. George P. Bickford gave an important and well-preserved page from the 
Hamza Nama manuscript showing Alam Shah Closing the Dam at Shishan Pass . This 
rare page from the greatest of all Mughal manuscripts is one of only a few in 
this country. Dr. Norman Zaworski gave two illustrated pages from early Indian 
manuscripts as well as a fine example of Gandhara sculpture. The only major 
purchase in the Indian field is a large and voluptuously compassionate bronze 
Nepalese image of Padmapani , the Lotus Bearer, dating from one of the highest 
points of Buddhist sculptural achievement in that country, about 1100 A.D. 

The African section of the two galleries devoted to the tribal arts of 
Africa and the Pacific islands was the recipient of a number of gifts from 
Katherine C. White. A single piece of great significance, a rare stone seated 
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figure from the Kisi River area of African Guinea was given by Lucille Munro 
in memory of the late Dr. Thomas Munro, former Curator of Education at the Museum. 

The Year in Review exhibition, which is free to the public, is installed 
in the Museum's upper special exhibitions gallery. Gallery talks on the exhibition 
will be given at 1:30 p.m. on February 2 and 6. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact Dave Patterson, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


